
A performance  company that  through  hyper -exper i -
menta l  mus ic  and  dance  t ransforms  t rad i t iona l  genres  
in to  mul t i -d imens iona l  explos ive  and  express ive  works .  
This  hard-edged ,  de l i ca te  and  complex  v i sua l  mus ic  
and  dance  per formance  company has  earned  rave  re -
v iews  throughout  the  US and  Europe .  A  per formance  
company that  re f lec t s  our  mul t i - face ted  and  mul t i -d i -
mens iona l  cu l ture  today .

DAE’s  work  ranges  f rom fu l l  theatr ica l  s tage  produc-
t ions  to  in t imate  concer ts ,  a lways  invading  a l l  o f  the  
senses  and  the  depths  o f  the  imaginat ion .

Degenerate Art Ensemble

DAE is  known to  morph and transform –  a  dance  company,  punk/
jazz  band,  a  45  piece  orchestra  -  the  group never  los ing i ts  abi l -
i ty  to  e lectr i fy  an audience  and create  experiences  that  br ing au-
diences  to  new terr i tor ies  of  percept ion.  At  i ts  core  DAE’s  key 
art is ts  are  constant ly  in  a  s tate  of  invent ion and re- invent ion 
–  a lways  guided by a  s trong unif ied creat ive  v is ion.

Degenerate  Art  Ensemble  harnesses  the  forces  o f  v i s ionary  
choreography  and   r i ch ,  complex ,  v i cera l  composed  and  im-
prov ised  mus ic  –  creat ing  mus ic  dr iven  dance  theater  and  in -
tense ly  v i sua l  mus ic  per formance .

Al l  o f  DAE’s  dance  theater  works ,  f rom smal l  chamber  vers ions ,  
to  fu l l  main-s tage  product ions ,  are  per formed wi th  r i ch  l ive  mu-
s ic  –  the  mus ic ians  v i sua l ly  and  theatr ica l ly  in tegrated  in to  the  
works .  Many of  DAE’s  works  are  ava i lab le  in  both  chamber  and  
main  s tage  vers ions .

“So, what is the Degenerate Art Ensemble? An orches -
tra?  A l ive  band?  A dance  t roupe?  An exper imen-
ta l  theatre  company?  Forge t  even  t ry ing  to  pop  the  
Degenerate  Art  Ensemble  in to  any  o f  those  p igeon-
ho les  -  ye t  they  are  a l l ,  and  much  more  than  the  
sum of  those .  I t ʼs  per formance  ar t  that  has  broken  
out  o f  the   s ec lus ion  o f  the  ar t  house  in to  that  d ir ty
rea l  wor ld  o f  g igs . . .  The  Degenerate  Art  Ensemble  have  
smeared  toge ther the  s ty l e s  ca l l ed  c las s i ca l ,  exper imen-
ta l ,  wor ld ,  jazz  and  rock  mus ic  so  comple te ly  that  i t  
s eems  po int l e s s  to  ever untang le  them aga in .  Remember 
the  t ime  when  there  were  such  th ings  as  boundar ies?”

“This  mus ic  and  movement  ensemble  crea te  work  out -
s ide  o f  a l l  mus ic  and  dance  convent ions . . .  t e l l ing  sur-
rea l  s tor i e s  f i l l ed  wi th  sweetness ,  power and  humor.  
The  unexpec ted  i s  accompl i shed  and  a  myster ious  my-
tho logy  emerges .”

“They  entranced  the  audience . . .  the  secre t  o f  the ir  per-
formance  i s  per fec t  drama,  gradat ion  and  sp lend id  v i -
sua l s ,  indescr ibab le  cos tumes  and  a  punk-symphonic -
garage -b ig -band  s ty l e .  Dynamic  upheava l s  were  turn ing  
in to  re lax ing  passages  and  everyth ing  was  fa l l ing  in to  
p lace  l ike  whee l s  in  a  pos tmodern i s t  c lock  machine .”

“Prepare for some serious aesthetic  bast inado. . .  make 
way for a few conceptions about boundaries  between the-
ater,  c lassical  and rock music  to  melt . . .  i t  leaves a huge 
chunk of  the rule  book tattered in the gutter.”

“(DAEʼs dancer/choreographer)  Haruko Nishimura gave 
a performance that  sparkled with the looseness  of  an im-
provisat ion,  al l  the while  maintaining the control  of  a  
master.”

“Their music  is  hard edged and f ierce.”

“Low tones of  bass  and the creaking of  DAEʼs self  made 
panthrast ic  harp zither created an exquisite  and harmo-
nious soundscape as  the movement of  Nishimuraʼs  l imbs 
st irred the audience into ecstasy.  She captured internal  
emotions and sentiments  awakening and arousing -  her 
velvety smooth movement producing a supernatural  and 
ghostly air.”
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